Signs and Symbols

In Year 2 the topic of Signs and Symbols, focused on the importance
of Baptism. The children explored what happens at a Baptism, and
were encouraged to link this to their own experiences. The children
studied the key vocabulary at the start of the topic, the use of images
were to help the children to understand what each word means. The
children were also asked to write what they think a priest would say
during a Baptism.
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Signs and Symbols Vocabulary

Rite of
Baptism

One of the seven Sacraments. When we are
baptised we become part of the family of the
church.

Candle

Candles are used in baptism and given to the
person who has been baptised as a symbol of
Jesus’ light.

Garment

A garment is an item of clothing. The person being
baptism has a white garment to wear. It is a sign
of them being Christian and a symbol of being a
new creation clothed with Christ.

Oil

The Oil of the Catechumens is put on the chest
before the water is poured. Itisa symbol of
strength from Christ. Oil of Chrism is puton the
forehead after the water is poured. It symbolises
being a member of the church.

Water

Water is poured over the head of the person being
baptised, and sometimes people go underwater to
be baptised. Jesus was baptised in the water of
the River Jordan by John the Baptist. Itisa symbol
of being cleaned of sin and beginning a new life.

Font

The font holds the water which the person will be
baptised with.

Priest

Father Stephen and Father Henry are the priests at
our church. Priests teach us about being Catholic
and look after their Catholic community. A priest
is needed for a baptism.

Sign of
the Cross

A prayer. Itis a sign that we are Christian and
symbolises The Holy Trinity of God the Father, God

the Son and God the Holy Spirit.

Scripture

Words from the Bible. We use what has been
written in the Bible to learn about God and how to
be good Christians.

Prayer

Prayer is a way to speak to God. There are four
types of prayer:

Thanksgiving — Saying thank you to God
Adoration — praising God

Petition — asking God for help

Sorrow — being sorry
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LO: To be &
able to describe some religious symbols involved in the celebration
during a baptism.

%

SC: lam :
able to explain some words that a priest might use




Beginnings

During the beginnings topic, Year 2 started by exploring the new
beginnings they have experienced. They discussed how sometimes
we enjoy the new beginnings and how they can feel nervous or sad
when experiencing something new. The children were asked to draw
a picture of a beginning they had experienced for both feelings. The
children looked at a piece of Scripture that corresponds to the
Creation Story. Each child analysed this and they were encouraged to
write down what they thought was important and why.
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Preparations

Preparations was the Advent topic. Year 2 explored the events that
happened leading up to Jesus’ birth. The children created ‘The
Annunciation’ art work after reading this piece of Scripture. As a
class, the children then created an Advent acrostic poem.
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Books

The books topic allowed Year 2 to explore the different parts of the
Bible. At the beginning of the topic, they discussed how the Bible is
made up of lots of stories from before Jesus was born - The Old
Testament and then when after Jesus was born to after His death -
The New Testament. The children then chose their favourite Bible
story and created a front cover for a Bible based on this. Further, into
the topic, they studied at the Gospels and read some of these as a
class. The children then chose the one they liked the most and had a
go at re-writing this, as if they were a Gospel writer.
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LO: Explore different books used at home and school and how

SC: 1 have designed a front cover for a Bible story.
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LO: To be able to know what Gospels are.

SC: | have retold my own version of a story from the Gospels.




Thanksgiving

During the topic of Thanksgiving, Year 2 explored the different parts
of Mass and what happens during each section. The topic starts with
a concept map, where children answered questions about the topic.
This was then revisited at the end to show the knowledge

progression. Year 2 have also wrote their own thanksgiving prayers.
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Thanksgiving

Why & It impartant 0 say thank you? : .bJ

Pecause someone gave something to you
(Theadore)

When someone (s kind to you (Albert)
Saylng thank you s kind (Miya)

To make sure everyone (s happy (Gabriel)

It is Important to say thank you because It is
polite. (Lochlann and Isalah),

God and Jesus have taught us to say thank
you. (Theo and Prosper).




Creatures that you made.
Thank you for sending Jesus to die for us and
save our sins.

Thank you for helping us and for listening to
our prayers.

Thank you for forgiving us when we don’t do
the right thing.

Thank you for our family and friends and the
love and care they give.

Amen

e i SO

- "f"e’fr

e

R e
-

-
o B S

.




