: Safeguarding Newsletter
N March 2025

Gpadld/
o
ENTIA

Our Lady’s Catholic Primary School

WHY HAVE A NEWSLETTER?

Welcome to our first safeguarding newsletter. Safeguarding and Child Protection is
such an key issue we have decided to provide newsletters throughout the year that will
share key information and advice so that we can all deepen our understanding and
work together with the same aim of keeping children safe in school, at home and in the
wider community.

Safeguarding relates to many areas of life at Our Lady’s including children’s physical
health and safety, well-being, managing medical conditions, attendance, internet
safety, relationships, first aid, road safety as well as other issues.

At Our Lady’s, we feel it is important to work with our parents and with other agencies
that support schools so that we can offer a safe environment that allows children to be
aware of the risks that they may face and how to respond to them safely. We hope that
our curriculum gives our children opportunities to explore many of these issues
equipping them with the right knowledge, understanding and tools to make safe
choices.

WHAT IS THE ROLE OF THE DSL AT OUR LADY’S CATHOLIC
PRIMARY SCHOOL?

The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) has a crucial role in taking lead
responsibility for child protection issues in school. Currently, we have three
DSLs and one member of this team is always available during schools hours
for staff and parents to discuss any safeguarding concerns. DSLs are trained
to take on this role and that training is updated every two years with
additional training in between. The DSL has many responsibilities including:
e working in partnership with key agencies, parents and families;
e making sure all staff are trained and know how to raise concerns;
e maintaining accurate and secure child protection records using
CPOMs;
e raising awareness of the school’s safeguarding policies and
procedures, ensuring they are implemented and reviewed.

MEET THE DSLs

Miss Quinn- Lead DSL Mrs Minchin — Deputy DSL

In Charge of Early Help

Mr Shepherd — Deputy DSL
In Charge of Online Safety

USEFUL ACRONYMS
AND INFORMATION

DSL: Designated
Safeguarding Lead

KSCMP: Kent Safeguarding
Children Multi-agency
Partnership —you can
request support for a child
using this site

NOS: National Online
Safety

CEOP: Child Exploitation&
Online Protection Centre

CPOMS: Child Protection
Online Monitoring and
Safeguarding system —
software used by the
school to record all
safeguarding concerns

LADO: Local Authority
Designated Officer, who
deals with position of trust
safeguarding issues

Prevent: Part of the
government’s counter
terrorism strategy to stop
people being drawn into
terrorism

DBS: Disclosure and
Barring DBS Service used
to make safer recruitment
decisions

Key safeguarding
information is available on
the school website:




Protecting
children from
maltreatment,
whether that is

within or outside
the home,
including online

Providing help
and support to
meet the needs of
children as soon
as problems
emerge

Preventing
impairment of
children’s
mental and
physical health
or
development

Ensuring that
children are
growing up in
circumstances
consistent with the
provision of safe
and effective care

Taking action to
enable all
children
to have the best
outcomes

Here are some of the areas that as a school we focus on to ensure pupil safety.

Keeping Children Safe in Education

Keeping Children Safe in Education is the key document that all schools must follow. Here is the link below.

The posters below explain ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ and what the role of staff is in safeguarding children.
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What is safequarding?

Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is defined as: protecting
children from maltreatment; preventing impairment of children’s mental 5
andphysical health or development; ensuring that children grow up in cir-
cumstances consistent with the provision of safe and effective care; and
taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.

Working Together to Safeguard Children
Role of Staff in Safeguarding Children

Recognise Respond Record Refer

Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility
Everyone who comes into contact with
children and families has a role to play

You can raise any concerns you may have by talking to your child’s class teacher or one of the school’s DSLs. These
members of staff can be contacted via the school office.



Online Safety

Online safety is concerned with safeguarding in the digital world and covers

issues relating to children as well as adults, and the safe use of the internet
and technology, both in and out of school. Below are the key focus areas.

The 4 C's of Online
Safety

Content

Being exposed to illegal,
inappropriate, or harmful

content, for example:

pomography, fake news,
racism, misogyny, self-harm,
suicide, anti-Semitism,

radicalisation, and
extremism,
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Contact

Being subjected to harmful
online interaction with other
users; for example: peer to
peer pressure, commercial
advertising and adults
posing as children or young
adults with the intention to

groom or exploit them

Conduct

Online behaviour that

increases the likelihood of,

or causes, harm; for
example, making, sending
and receiving explicit

images, online bullying etc,
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Commerce

Risks such as online
gambling, inappropriate
advertising, phishing and or
financial scams. If you feel
your puplls, students or staff
are af risk, please report it
to the Anti-Phishing Working
Group (https://apwg.org/).

USEFUL WEBSITES

Operation Encompass
Our Lady’s participates in a national scheme called ‘Operation Encompass’,
which is a joint partnership between Thames Valley Police and schools. One of
the principles of Operation Encompass is that all incidents of domestic abuse
are shared with schools. The school will receive an email on the morning after
the incident.

This system has been established to help schools provide in-school support to
children who have been present at, exposed to or involved in any domestic
abuse incidents. We know that children can be significantly harmed, physically
and/or emotionally, and it can also affect their learning and behaviour.

SAFEGUARDING IS
EVERYBODY’S
RESPONSIBILITY

We are here to help and support everybody during this difficult time.

The Prevent Duty
Children are vulnerable to extremist ideology and radicalisation. Similar to
protecting children from other forms of harm and abuse, protecting
children from this risk are part of the school’s duty of care. All schools and
colleges are subject to a duty under section 26 of the Counter Terrorism
and Security Act 2015 (the CTSA 2015), in the exercise of their functions,

IF IN DOUBT...
ALWAYS ASK

to have “due regard107 to the need to prevent people from being drawn
into terrorism”.

‘Educate Against Hate’, https://www.educateagainsthate.com/ a website

launched to offer support and guidance in this area. Below are posters
explaining ‘The Prevent Duty’.




Prevent Definitions

The following are commonly agreed
dehnitions within the Prevent Agenda.

Ideclogy:

An ideclogy I8 a set af
betlafs

Radicalisation:

Radicalisation = the process
by which a person comes 1o
sUppo tarrarism and forms ol
extramizm that may lead o
terrorism

Safeguarding:

protecting vulnerabis peoplie
whether from crims, ather farms of
abuss o Irom Being deawn into
terransm-related activity,

m ! Sateguarding is the process of
LT

Terrorism:

Termarksm s an action that endangers or
CAUSES SArM S violance, damaga o
disruption and is infended o influence
the government or 1o Intimidats the
public ard is made with tha intention of
edvancing & political, religious o
Ileoiogical

'ﬁ- 4 Vulnerability:
b vulnarability describes

2 ! factors and chardctanistics
associstad with being
gugcaptible to
radicalizatian
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Extremism:

Extremism ls vocal or active opposition 1o
lurdamental Brifish Values, including
demacracy the rule of law, Indidual and
mistual respact and iolerarce of different
Faiths and belleds.

Keeping Keeping
children children

safe is safe is
everyone's everyone's
responsibility responsibility

The Prevent Duty

OUR COMMITMENT TO MEETING THE PREVENT
DUTY CAN BE SUMMARISED AS FOLLOWS:

Promotion of Equality and Divarsity-and
positive relabonships between staff and
leamaers

Referrsl uﬁmy-mgmuwt--
safeguarding staff 1o relevant
suthorities

Verting leamers and employers, and
rermoval of any posters or other
raterials of an extremisl naturs,

Mews — monitoring for any concems
inthe locality.

Keeping Keeping
children children

safe is safe is
everyone's everyone's
responsibility responsibility




